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sandy., and the happy,, which was the smallest. Deserts in
which the scanty roving tribes, called Bedouin, that is, inha-
bitants of the country, pitched their tents, occupy the interior,
and also part it from the rest of Asia, and have thus secured
it from invaders. A considerable exception, however, must
be made from its boasted independence; for on the north
a Roman province, of which Bozra was capital, had been
formed by Trajan, and the coasts of the Persian Gulf acknow-
ledged the supremacy of Chosroes. The princes, too, of the
tribes of Gassan and Hira were the tributaries of these great
empires, and are often mentioned in their annals. The former
were allowed by the Romans to encamp in Syria; the latter,
by the Persians, to build a city only forty miles from, the ruins
of Babylon.- The higher region facing the ocean was dis-
tinguished by a more temperate, climate, and its vales were
fertilized by rivers and clothed with trees, and attracted mer-
chants by its frankincense. The Hamyarites, who peopled it,
were advanced in civilization beyond the other tribes, which is
proved by the great reservoir of Merab and other ancient monu-
ments, and especially the inscriptions on them in an unknown
.character, different from the Cufic, which was only intro-
duced into Mecca a little before the time of Mohammed. A
long list of their sovereigns is preserved, one of whom had
embraced" the Jewish faith, and was so zealous a proselyte that
he cast his Christian subjects who refused to follow his ex-
ample, into a burning fiery.furnace. This cruel zeal brought
on himself ruin, and to them "deliverance, from the Emperor
of Abyssinia. Four of his viceroys reigned at Saana, the
capital, till subdued by the Persians. The first of these, Abra-
ham, the Abrahah of the Koran, had erected a church,
which he was desirous of substituting for Mecca as the place
of pilgrimage. An Arab contemptuously defiled it, and to
avenge the iiasult he undertook an expedition for the purpose
of destroying the temple there, which had been, time out of
mind, revered by the whole nation. The year of Mohammed's
birth is rendered memorable by this failure of the lord of the